
INTRODUCTION

 Early childhood experiences 

 Strength and effectiveness of neural connections 

 Fine tune the development of brain networks

 Parent-infant interactions 

 The most pervasive and potent infancy experiences

OBJECTIVE

METHOD

RESULTS

DISCUSSION

 ⇧ DMN and SN negative connectivity through brain 
maturation13-15 

 Mind-minded and autonomy supportive mothers 
during infancy more mature brain connectivity in 
children

 Positive early maternal behavior may promote DMN-
SN connectivity development

CONCLUSION
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The findings of this study provide rare evidence that 
normative variation in parenting quality during infancy 
may contribute to the development of functional 
connectivity in typically developing young children.

REFERENCES

1. Kok et al., 2015; 2. Luby et al., 2012; 3. Bernier et al., 2016; 4. Rifkin-
Graboi et al., 2015; 5. Bernier et al., 2010; 6. Centifanti et al., 2016; 7. 
Joussemet et al., 2005; 8. Kirk et al., 2015; 9. Matte-Gagné et al., 2015; 
10. Menon, 2013; 11. Meins et al., 2001; 12. Whipple et al., 2011; 13. 
Barber et al., 2013; 14. Chai et al., 2014; 15. Sherman et al., 2014

 Mind-mindedness

 Autonomy support
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